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About
STRATFORD FRIENDS SCHOOL

OUR MISSION

Stratford Friends School educates elementary and middle-school age students with language-based
learning differences through a structured, multisensory program that celebrates students’ strengths,
builds self-esteem, and develops self-advocacy. Guided by Quaker principles, the school provides
individualized attention and instruction in an intimate, caring environment.

CORE VALUES BOARD OF TRUSTEES
At Stratford Friends School, we believe in: Bill Belanger
« Finding that of God in everyone SCOI:F BOOtdh
« Our Quaker values; Simplicity, Peace and Harmony, Jackie Braay
. . . . Heather Potts Brown
Integrity, Community, Equality, and Stewardship Ed Driscoll
« Providing students with the skills to be successful Mark Harbison
learners Bob Krick
« Educating the whole child Susan Larson
« Respecting individuals and their learning styles Madge Rothenberg
« Teaching students to advocate for themselves John Schmader
« Providing children with a voice in our community Julianne Sullivan
« Supporting children’s creativity HEAD OF SCHOOL

Keeping up with current educational research Jill Dougherty

jdougherty@stratfordfriends.org

DEAN OF STUDENTS

Lisa Olsen
lolsen@stratfordfriends.org

DIRECTOR OF ENROLLMENT
MANAGEMENT

Patty Plousis
pplousis@stratfordfriends.org

DIRECTOR OF FINANCE AND
OPERATIONS

Nadia Murray
nmurray@stratfordfriends.org

DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT

Danielle Gallagher
dgallagher@stratfordfriends.org

Fostering a love for learning
Never giving up
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Letter from the
Head of School

DEAR FRIENDS,

What an exciting start to the school year! It has
been wonderful, getting to know the students
and immersing myself in our wonderful rich
curriculum. Every experience in the last few
months has really reinforced my view that
Stratford Friends School is an amazing place to
learn and grow, and | am so honored to be here.

Because we believe in fostering strong
independent learners who are ready for the
rigors of upper school, we are emphasizing
metacognitive learning strategies that will create
a strong foundation for a lifetime of learning. We
have adopted a common strategy language to
teach students to be actively engaged in their
learning. Students learn that their metacognitive
strategies -- active ways to think about learning
-- empower them to know how to process new or
difficult content.

At SFS we also understand that skills beyond reading, writing and arithmetic help determine
student success. Teachers are providing the classroom structure and are explicitly teaching skills
to help students develop their executive function abilities. Executive function skills are the higher
order thinking skills that allow us to set and reach goals inside and outside of the classroom.
These include the ability to organize both thinking and materials, manage time and plan for
short and long term projects.

Our seventh and eighth grade students are getting ready to take on the rigors of their secondary
school placement. In addition to academics, Teachers Toni and Taylor are preparing students for
their transition to upper school. Students are creating resumes and portfolios that will showcase
their academic and extracurricular strengths. They will be documenting the strategies that propel
them to success and sharing their goals for the future. As students prepare to visit new schools in
eighth grade they will practice interviewing skills with their teacher so they can visit schools with
confidence and share with those schools the strengths they will bring to the community.

| feel confident in the success of all of our students here at SFS, and | am proud to be their biggest
cheerleader. We are looking forward to a great school year.

Warm Regards,

:
M > B

I ‘.'n.{s.-\ 1

Jill Dougherty
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Stratford Fund and Gretchen Vare Memorial

Scholarship Leadership Donors’

FOUNDER'’S CIRCLE
($5,000 & UP)

William C. & Laura Buck
Edward & Lydia Driscoll
John & Claire Haggerty
Elizabeth Moench
Reuben & Mollie Gordon
Foundation

Sarah & John Schmader

HEAD’S CIRCLE
($2,500-$4,999)

Allan & Sharon Baron
Edu-Tech

Irish Pub Children’s
Foundation, Inc.

John Martin Trust

Robert & Elizabeth Krick
Lisa and Gary Olsen
Peter Brodfuehrer &
Madge Rothenberg

THE STRATFORD FUND

HEROES’ CIRCLE
($1,000-52,499)

James & Judy Allison

Jackie V. Brady

Toni Bushnell

Cavallo Auto Body

Zachary & Mary DeCarlo
Anne Downey and Ed Barnhart
GlaxoSmithKline Foundation
Debra Lambert

Diane Lewis

Deann & Jon Lichtenstein
Timothy P. & Genevieve
Madigan

William & Katherine McNabb
Lucretia & Dennis Murphy
Nararo Foundation

Craven B. & Marlene Page
Patty Plousis

Miriam K. Rothenberg
Winnie Doyle & Paul Ryan Jr.
Joanne Sencindiver

Michael & Laura Sencindiver
Elizabeth & Edward Stone
The Huron Foundation
Henry Vare

David & Catherine

Willmott

TEACHERS’ CIRCLE
($500-$999)

Jeremy & Irene Bamford
John & Elizabeth Barbis
Sharon & Barry Bedrick
Susann & James Cadmus
Laurie & Timothy Clark
David L. & Rhonda Cohen
John Colgan

Rita & Donato DiAntonio
Katherine Echeverria

Paul & Nina Gilman

Mattews & Anne Fritchman
Hamilton

Michele Hartigan & Mark
Harbison

A. William Kapler 1l

William & Louise Keane
Alexandra Kendrick
Donald Kidder

John & Nancy Lampman
Susan Larson

Abba & Cecile Lichtenstein
New Brunswick Development
Corporation

Chester Quarterly Meeting
Andrew & Kristin Sencindiver
Christopher & Elizabeth
Sencindiver

W. Chapman Smith

Target

Sharon Wilkie & Lynne Viscio
John & Kara Newell Wilkin
G. Richard & Kathryn Wynn

FRIENDS’ CIRCLE
($250-$499)

Mark C. & Barbara W. Amstutz
Gerald & Margaret Baseden
Richard Bayan

Faye & John B. Bennett Jr.
Scott M. Booth

Heather Potts Brown

Rose Marie & Bernard Brunner
Mary & Joseph Condurso
Carol Corson

Nancy & Michael Davis

Ellen & Daniel Dean
Katherine Kidder Doerr

Jill & Mark Dougherty

Joe Downey

Martha Edwards

Dorothy Flanagan

Arthur Galloway

Jeffrey Gluckman

Martin & Terri Grossman
Cynthia & Michael Hashemian
David Hennessy Jr.
Caroline Perry & David Hircock
Tiffany & Christian Hoyt
Nancy Ironside

Deborah & George
Koutsiouroubas

Susan & Walter Lenhard IlI

Dr. Sharon Levy

Shelley Mansky

Tiffany Miccoli

Nadia R. Murray

Sandy & Bob Olson

Andy Poth

QVC Partners In Giving
Harvey & Carol Restrick

Edith A. Pearce & Todd B. Seelig
John D. & Paula S. Snyder
Robert L. & Sydney D. Stevens
Daniel & Cheryl Strickland
Francis & Julianne Sullivan
Kathy Turner

Elsa Vare

Cesiley & Scirocco Watson
Joan Wenger

* Bold denotes 5 or more years of consecutive giving



SUPPORTERS' CIRCLE
(UPTO $250)

Alan Aarons

Gaetan & Kathleen

McCarthy Alfano

David C. Allen

David and Holly Ambler
Nancy Colon & Andrew Anderson
Phyllis L. Babcock

Robert & Barbara Bachman
Sam Nosratbakhsh &

Meg Backus

John & Bernadette Baumgardner
Jack & Liz Baxter

William E. Belanger

Kevin & Barbara Kraus - Blackney
Jane Garnett & David G. Booth
James & Marygene Broussard
Bernard & Sheila Burstein
Debbie & Alan E. Casnoff
Frank & Dawn Casper

Alice & George Chittenden
Betsy Christopher &

Charlie Murphy

Chubb & Son

Laurie M. Clark

Polly Closson

Carol Comeau

Jeff & Blair Condon

Thomas G. & Sarah W. Cowens
Chris & Elizabeth Cox

Edwin Cox

Susan & Jeffrey Cranmer

Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey &

Barbara Culbert

Kelly Cunningham

Jessica Ng & Thomas Curran
Letty Lee Dahme

John & Peggy Daniel

Angela Amadio & Kevin Davis
Jennie L. Davis

Cynthia Orr & Keith Day
Debbie DeBenedictis

James and Jacqueline Delaney
Robert & Ellen DeMarinis
Lynne Demmerly

Nancy F. Donaldson

Edie Dorman

Marie Downey

Stratford Fund and Gretchen Vare Memorial
Scholarship Donors’

Margaret E. Draegert
Richard & Sharon Dunoff
LaVerne & William Earl
Adam Lefleur Ehrlich
Anna D. Ensor

Pamela Haines & Charles Esser
Robert & Sylvia Evans
Whitney Joyce Fairbrother
Joan Strauss Feldman
Mary K. Flanagan

Peter & Judith Forest

Joan C. Frank

David & Kirsten Frazier
Shoshana Freilich
Howard & Alison Frysinger
June C. Fuller

Michelle Gagliano
Danielle Gallagher

Arthur & Helen Garrett
Rita & Joseph Giannone
Donna Giaquinto

Susan McKelvey &

Jeffrey Goggins

Megan Guenthardt

Alan Guffanti

Helen S. Hardin

Chris & Cathy Harris

J. Barton Harrison
Wesley Heilman llI
Robert & Joan Henderson
William F. & Maureen
Henderson

Karen Henry

Deni & Jeffrey Herbetko
Linda Herold

David Hewitt

Cynthia Hoekstra

G. R. Hoffman

Pat Redmond & Jon Hoffman
The Quaker School at Horsham
Sandra Howze

Robert Hoyt

Jeanne & Harry Hughes
Roy Jeffries

Randi & Leon Katz
Austin Keane

Patricia & John Klaus
Don & Cynthia Kuespert

| —

-

Matthew Lachs

Bonnie & Don Lenhard

Perri A. & Kevin P. Lewellen
Robert Lien

Lisa & Brian Litt

Little Egg Harbor Yacht Club
Linda Hock & Craig Long
Barbara J. Lorry

John P. Louchheim

Samuel & Constance Madara
Suzanne Madara Coffee
Jeanette Maleno

Robert Mander

Dana & Tabor Marsh
Ketanah & Isaac Mason
Pamela & William McAuley
Rebekah McCahan

Lee Preble & Kathleen McCauley
Margaret & Kevin McGlynn
Evelyn & William Mcllvaine
Joan Mcllvaine

Raymond R. &

Marianne S. McOrmond
Randal & Laurie Miller

* Bold denotes 5 or more years of consecutive giving

ANNUAL REPORT 2014 -15 4



Stratford Fund and Gretchen Vare Memorial Scholarship Donors’

Ellen Millick

Beverly B. Mitchell-Koch
Robert & Margaret Morris
Gail W. Murray

Joe Murray

Marilyn Murray

Michael & Lois Neft

Cathy M. & James K. Neve
Joseph A. Neve

Sarah Neve

Thomas E. & Maria A. Noon
Dennis & Valarie O'Dell
Richard & Noreen Oelkers
Virginia L. Olszewski

Elsie & Michael Pacilio
PatientSafe Solutions
Michael & Ann Pelberg
Rafael & Christie Porrata-Doria
Jean C. &William H. Press
Richard & Diane Quammen
Tammie Quinn

Dilip & Parvi Ramchandani
Roger & Mary Randall
Amy Regan

Dorothy M. Reichardt
Shirley A. Resnick

G. David Reynolds Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan E.
Rhoads Jr.

Michael J. & Joan B. Rich
Carey & Robert Roseman
Mickey & John Rowe

Amita & John Russell

Patty & Rocky Ryan
Sandra & Majid Sadeghi
Rebecca Sample

Mary Sawyer

June M. Scarborough-Appell
Kathy & Mark Scheer
Catherine & Drew Schembre

Sara Schrum

Richard & Lee Schultz
Arthur Schwarz

Rebecca Martin-Scull &
William Scull

Cecily & Geoffrey Selling
Rita J. Sheehan

Donna Shelle

Carl & Carroll Anne Sheppard
Christine Friel & lan Shipway
Mary & Roy Simkins
Christopher & Lisa Slager
Dawn Sosangelis

Robert E. & Grace L. Stahl
Celeste & Robert Starankovic
Paul Steege

Herman & Anita Stein

Janel Lisa Steptoe

Susan Stone

William A. Strong, Jr.

Helen Taylor

Charles & Barbara Tourtellotte
Trammell Crow Company
Jane & Russell Tredinnick
Valley Forge Gun Club
Margaret & Edward Van
Steenwyk

Deborah Vare

Gretchen Vare

Yvonne & Bill Wagner
George W. & Judith T. Waldner
K. Shannon Spencer &
Richard Wallace

Allan & Margaret Walters
Cornelia P. & John M. Walton IlI
Aileen Ward

John & Karen White

AnnT. Wilson

Valerie Yoder

Anonymous

* Bold denotes 5 or more years of consecutive giving

IN HONOR OF

Diane Lewis
Students and Staff of SFS
Austin Keane
William and Louise Keane
Susan Stone
Sandy Howze
Lisa & Brian Litt
Benjamin Litt
Ellen & Daniel Dean
All of Andrew’s wonderful
SFS teachers!
Abba & Cecile Lichtenstein
Sammy Lichtenstein
Sara Schrum
Sophia Woodward-Bedrick
Marjorie & Jeffrey Honickman
Scott Booth
Tiffany & Christian Hoyt
Tristan Hoyt

IN MEMORY OF

Willig, Williams & Davidson
James Beall, Sr.

Joan Mcllvaine
Henry Hart Il

Gerald & Margaret Baseden
Henry Hart Il

David L. & Rhonda Cohen
Henry Hart Ill

John Louchheim
Henry Hart Ill

Marilyn Murray
Henry Hart Il
Camp Hart Junior Golf Program
Henry Hart Il
Mary Flanagan
Henry Hart Il
Gaetan & Kathleen McCarthy
Alfano
Henry Hart Il
June M. Scarborough-Appell
Jacob Joyce
Gretchen Vare
Emma Raymond
Cheltenham Township
Adult School
Emma Raymond
Amy Regan
Emma Raymond
Bernard & Sheila Burstein
Emma Raymond
Peter & Judith Forest
Emma Raymond
Shirley L. Figenshu Trust
Emma Raymond
Robert & Elizabeth Krick
Shirley Resnick
Shoshana Freilich
Shirley Resnick
Linda Hock & Craig Long
Larry Roomberg
Daniel & Cheryl Strickland
Stephen L. Strickland



Alumni Return to Summer Spark

Four SFS alumni returned this year to help out with
Summer Spark. Aaron (Class of '09), Anna (Class of "12),
Sam (Class of '15), and Sheila (Class of '12) were able

to join the campers at the pool, help them with their
research projects and in the classrooms, and even teach
some of the afternoon clubs.

Summer Spark is our 5 week summer camp that is
designed to develop 21st century skills in a fun and
supportive environment. Campers had a great time as
usual. Their mornings were devoted to maintaining and
strengthening reading, writing, math, and research skills.
During the afternoons, they enjoyed swimming, robotics,
art projects, coding, sports, and more.

Aaron introduced a new Minecraft club this year for new
and experienced students. In addition to being tons of
fun, Minecraft has many educational benefits. When
kids play this open ended game, they develop creative
expression. Along the way, they face roadblocks which require them to problem solve and
collaborate and - just like real life - there are no “instructions,” so students must learn as they go.

Sheila told us that she liked helping out at SFS because she got to see Tr. Jill. She also said, “I love
to help kids learn and be with them.” Anna told us that it’s very important for Alumni to help
with summer camp, “because each alum at SFS has a story and they can share their story with
the students and show them that they too can succeed. They can also spend time with a student,
find out what they need help with and show them how to solve the problem. It is important for
alumni to remember the help they got and help the new students!”

We are so proud of our Alumni and it is always wonderful when they visit. We hope they all return
next year!
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S.T.E.P.S.

(SELF, TEAMWORK, EMOTIONS,
PEER RELATIONSHIPS, SKILLS)

S.T.E.PS.is a curriculum that focuses on
building and strengthening students’ social,
emotional, and executive functioning skills.
Aligned with our mission of teaching the
whole student and our Quaker values, every
student participates in S.T.E.PS. class. The
class was developed by Stratford Friends
School and is taught by Michelle Gagliano,
our school psychologist, and Barbara
Coaxum, our speech pathologist.

Meeting students at their developmental
level, S.T.E.PS. goals include, increasing
self-awareness, developing self-advocacy
skills, and respecting and recognizing the
feelings and perspectives of others. In
addition, students learn: social pragmatic
skills; skills for making and keeping friends;
specific problem-solving strategies; and,
self-management, self-regulation and
executive functioning skills. Skills progress
from the youngest students learning about
making friends and managing emotions to
the middle school students learning how to
become leaders. Mindfulness, meditation and
visualization techniques are practiced to help
students learn calming strategies and coping
skills to deal with stressors and managing
emotions.

Skills are directly and explicitly taught in
classes through structured activities, such as
cooperative games, role playing, problem-
solving scenarios, stories, and discussions.
Students learn and practice these skills in
class with the goal of generalizing their
learning to real-life situations. The S.T.E.PS.
program helps students become problem
solvers equipped to deal responsibly with
daily academic and social challenges both
inside and outside of school.



Message from the Clerk of the Board

DEAR FRIENDS,

The past year was one of transitions, bringing both

new beginnings and challenges. Last fall, Tim Madigan
approached me with the news that every Board Clerk
dreads to hear when he informed me that he would

step down as Head of School at the end of the academic
year to pursue a new professional opportunity. After

Tim and the Board shared this news with the Stratford
Friends community, we embarked on an intense period
of activity as we launched a national search to hire

a new Head of School. Thanks to our dedicated and
tireless Search Committee and all of the Stratford Friends’
stakeholders who took part in the process, the search
reached a successful conclusion last spring with the
hiring of Jill Dougherty as Stratford’s next Head of School.

While the search was ongoing, the school continued to
move forward with exciting changes and programmatic
enhancements. We saw the inception of the two-

hour literacy block and revised academic schedule to
include science and social studies curricula. We built the
Innovation Center, a state-of-the-art maker-space next to
the Library, which is providing students and teachers with new opportunities to use technology
for learning and creating. We introduced a new Director of Enrollment Management position
that approaches the admissions process from a broad perspective, encompassing both student
recruitment and retention. Last November, Stratford hired former teacher and alumni parent
Patty Plousis to fill this position, and we are pleased that our all-encompassing approach to
admissions is already showing promising results.

On a sadder note, Gretchen Vare, a beloved member of the Stratford Friends community and
Director of Admissions, passed away in August 2014. Gretchen'’s longstanding dedication to
Stratford will always be remembered by those who knew her and will also be recognized in

perpetuity through an endowed scholarship fund that has been established in her memory.

Last spring, as we said good-bye to Tim and acknowledged his many accomplishments and
exemplary leadership of Stratford, we were also looking forward to welcoming Jill and embarking
on a new chapter in the life of Stratford Friends. Your support has been one constant in this year
of transitions. Without financial contributions from donors, Stratford would be unable to offer
specialized programming and continue its mission to provide the best possible education for its
students. | thank you for your generosity to Stratford Friends School.

Sincerely,

Madge Rothenberg, Clerk Stratford Friends Board of Trustees
Parent of Ben Brodfuehrer‘01
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2014-2015 Summary of Gifts

GRANTS AND GIFTS $253,290
StratfOrd FUNG ..o $228,356
Parents’ Association Events.......eveeeeeeevreennee $24,934

EITC
Strafford Real Estate GP LLC.......couvvevvreverervereneennes $2,500

GRETCHEN VARE SPECIAL EVENT $163,919
GIVING TO THE STRATFORD FUND

Alumni & Alumni Families ........ccoeeeereereereereereeeneennnnns 54%
School Board of TrUSTEES .......ceeeeereereereerrererseeseraeeannns 30%
Other DONOIS .....eeeeeeeteeteetesiesieseesessssessssessessessessssassans 10%
Faculty & STaff ...t 3%
Parents & Grandparents ...........c.ccoeernseseensssssssssensens 2%
Quaker COMMUNILY ...cuueereerrereeeeeeieeesesisesasesssesssesssesnes 1%

SFS Endowments $1,018,294

Market Values as of June 30, 2014

SCHOLARSHIP ENDOWMENT........ovieeeeerceeerenenes $318,370
Financial aid for families with demonstrated need

TEACHER COMPENSATION ENDOWMENT.................... $356,516
To supplement teacher salary expenses

E. MARSHALL SCHOLARSHIP ENDOWMENT............... $139,645
Financial aid for children of color

TYSON SCHOLARSHIP ENDOWMENT........cccovverennene $93,320
Financial aid for Quaker families

GENERAL OPERATING FUND......cooueteiieerreeiereneeesreseeenes $38,311
Reserve funds distributed at discretion of School Board

SUMMER TEACHER SUPPORT ENDOWMENT................. $33,485
For summer projects that enhance teachers’ effectiveness

R. HEWITT ENDOWMENT......ooeeeeeeeeeeteseeeseenenes $38,648

For general operations
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Sources of Revenue
B TUItioN & FEES oo

$2,911,589

............... $2,452,608

Auxiliary Programs & Services...

.................. $126,003

B Grants and GiftS.......ceeveveereeeeene.

.................. $253,290

B |[nvestment Income..........u....

$79,688

M Education & Auxiliary
Program & Administration.............

Physical Plant........cccoeeeveceneeencnn.

Expenses and Allocations

$2,777,167

............ $1,987,757

.................. $367,737

B Financial Aid ...

.................. $421,673

Ways You Can Help to Support
Stratford Friends School

« Cash or check

« Donate online at www.stratfordfriends.org
« Gifts of appreciated stock

« Matching gifts from your employer

« Charitable gift annuities & charitable trusts

« Life insurance policy; name Stratford Friends as
the beneficiary

« Bequests—Join the 1976 Society when you name
Stratford Friends in your will

« Make a United Way Pledge, Southeastern PA #4793
« Participate in the PA EITC Program

For more information, call the Development Office at
610-355-9580 or visit www.stratfordfriends.org.
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Grow. Learn. Differently.
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2 Bishop Hollow Road, Newtown Square, PA 19073
610.355.9580 « admissions@stratfordfriends.org
www.stratfordfriends.org



